
@blackplanningproject

Black Experiences with Planning in 
Canada (BEPIC) Research Partnership
BEPIC is a three year (2022-2025) research partnership dedicated to learning 

from the lived experiences of Black communities and planners. By expanding our 

understanding of the relationship between Black people and planning in Canada, 

our goal is to shape the future of planning by promoting equitable ways of planning 

in Black communities. Building on the work already led by Black individuals, 

community organizations, planners, and other practitioners committed to racial 

justice, BEPIC aims to help strengthen the capacity to remove barriers and 

advance equitable planning using asset-based approaches and tools that are 

grounded in Black knowledge and traditions.

Building a Framework for Community-Based, Black-Centered, Black-Informed Planning Practices
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Q1: What are the experiences of Black 

communities and Black planners with 

planning in Canada and what can we 

learn from them?

Q2: How to conceptualize and engage in a 

planning approach that centres Black 

individuals, meeting their needs and 

aspirations?

Q3: How might this knowledge inform and 

shape planning practices that benefit and 

create more equitable outcomes in Black 

communities, Black spaces, and for Black 

individuals? 

1. Explore and document the experiences 

of Black communities and practitioners 

with/in/against planning

2. Create a framework for 

community-based, Black-centred, 

Black-informed planning practices

3. Pilot framework with Black individuals 

doing planning work with/in historically 

or predominantly Black communities

· Literature review

· Interviews

· Focus groups

· Workshops

· Systematize and analyze knowledge 

· Create case studies

· Build Black-centred conceptual 

foundation for Black-informed practice

· Create Black-informed planning tools

· Offer training opportunities for Black 

individuals, community organizations, 

planners, and other practitioners 

· Knowledge mobilization (see KM)

We are reaching out to individuals over the age of 18 who identify as a Black planning 
professional, a volunteer or staff of a Black-led organization engaged in planning work, a Black 
individual engaged in planning work, or a non-Black planner working with historically or 
predominantly Black communities or communities with a strong Black presence  to participate in 

one or more of the project’s activities (survey and/or interview and/or focus group).

This study is funded by the Social Sciences and Humanities Council of Canada and by Toronto Metropolitan University. 

It has been reviewed and approved by the Toronto Metropolitan University Research Ethics Board (REB 2023-011).

Led by: In collaboration with:

If you are interested in the project or have been invited by someone to participate, 
please contact BEPIC Co-Directors: Magdalena Ugarte (magdalena@torontomu.ca) 

& Abigail Moriah (blackplanningproject@gmail.com)


